The Drake News
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Where a World of Opportunity Awaits

Ny y Our County Cross Country Finalists!
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We hope you enjoyed a restful S AR B
and joyful break with your loved
ones. As we begin the new term,

we would like to thank you for
your continued support, it makes
such a positive difference to our

school community.

We couldn’t be prouder of our Drake runners. They qualified to
compete in the Norfolk Cross Country Finals during the
Christmas holidays, representing our school with outstanding
spirit. Despite the freezing temperatures and the early Sunday
start, they showed remarkable resilience and determination as
they lined up against hundreds of other young athletes.

We are excited for all that the
year ahead will bring and look
forward to working together to
ensure every child continues to
learn, grow, and experience new
A\ adventures. A\
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\- to 2026. I\

Every one of them placed highly, with many achieving
impressive personal bests. Their commitment, grit, and
positive attitude shone through from start to finish. We are
incredibly excited to see what the future holds for these
talented runners.

Every Day Matters
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It is a statutory requirement for
children to attend school every day.

This week’s winners are...
Tabei and Turing with 100%
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Introducing Our New School Value

Trust Seasonal Changes Through Our Year
of the Tree

This week, we launched our new core value:
Trust. During our Values Day, every class took
time to explore what trust truly means, both as
individuals and as a school community.
Pupils took part in a wide range of thoughtful
and creative activities designed to help them
understand how trust is built, why it matters,
and how we can show it in our everyday
actions.

As part of our Year of the Tree project, pupils
began the new term by revisiting their class tree
to observe how it has changed over time. On the
very first day back, each class headed outdoors
to study the shift from autumn to winter, looking

closely at everything from leaf fall and colour
changes to the wildlife found around their tree.

From team challenges to reflective discussions,
children discovered practical ways to
demonstrate trust in the classroom, on the
playground, and beyond.

Children compared the biodiversity they
observed earlier in the year with what they
discovered this week, gaining a deeper
understanding of how seasonal changes affect
the natural world. Their curiosity and careful
observations set a wonderful tone for the
We look forward to seeing this value shine Iearnlr\g Sl @RS G e @EiiE e
through in the weeks ahead in our school LUy UL ] W SR,

community.
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Drake’'s Carbon Footprint

We have been working with Let’s Go Zero to calculate our carbon footprint. A carbon footprint is the
total amount of greenhouse gases released into the atmosphere because of human activities. These
gases are measured in tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO,e). We looked at our energy and
water use, waste, transport, food, and purchasing. We estimate that our school produced 302.90
tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO.e) over the last academic year.

Your Carbon Footprint Report
Your schools total carbon footprint is estimated to be: 302.90 tonnes coze* per year

Operational area Emissions area Scope tcoze* | % **

Energy, Waste & Water Fuel

®Ele r..tncity

Transport
® School trips

® Student com rnuting

@ Uniform *** QOut-of-scope

This year, we have already seen a significant reduction in energy-related emissions. For example, we have
saved 8.5 tonnes CO2e by using electricity from our solar panels. We have also saved 1.2 tonnes CO2e by
burning less gas. These results show real progress in reducing our environmental impact.

2030

Schools working together to be zero carbon

Thank you to everyone who has played a part and helped with data collection.

About Thetford

Drake Primary School is proud to be featured in About Thetford for our Halcyon Forest project, where
every child planted and named their own tree. This inspiring initiative celebrates environmental
awareness, community spirit, and leaves a lasting legacy for future generations.

The Halcyon Forest: A Living Legacy
at Drake Primary School

Follow the link to read more - https://aboutthetford.co.uk/digital-magazine/january-
2026/ #flipbook-df_8339/17/
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