
READING CAFE
Year 3: Thursday 10th October 2024 



Reading for pleasure 

Reading is the key to opening the door to 
your child’s future…

◦ There is a growing body of evidence which illustrates 

the importance of reading for pleasure for both 

educational purposes as well as personal development 

(cited in Clark and Rumbold, 2006). 



National curriculum 
◦The majority of the Year 3 curriculum 
focuses on comprehension. 

◦In Year 1 and 2, children have been 
working hard on phonics, word reading 
and pace. Now they can read the words 
at a fluent pace, the focus shifts to 
comprehension of the text. 



Reading in our school - what we do?
◦ Daily English lesson where we do shared reading and partner reading.

◦ Daily reading lesson- teaching reading skills and comprehension. 

◦ Daily reading of high quality class text books by teachers and TA’s (our class 

text is ‘The Iron Man’) 

◦ 1:1 reading with class teacher and TA’s at least once every three weeks.

◦ Range of ORT/Big Cat and RWI books.

◦ Children visit the school library every week with their teacher.

◦ Sora reading app - children can read books and listen to audiobooks at home. 

◦ Story time daily - the teacher reads a story aloud to the class. 



Reading assessment

◦PM Benchmarking - focuses on 
reading comprehension.

◦NFER test -Children read different 
type of texts and answer 
questions.



Big Cat books

◦After PM Benchmarking children 

get a linked to their reading level.

◦Focus on reading and 

comprehension.  



Big Cat books



Reading at home  

◦ Expectation: ideally 10-15 minutes per day, little and often. 

◦ Try to build this into your daily routine.

◦ Have a quiet, comfortable space your child (and you) can read 

in and share books. 

◦ Read with and to your child.

◦ Use the purple reading diary insert to ask questions before, during 

and after reading. 

◦ Please write a short comment into the ‘comments’ box. 



Reading diaries 

Mixture of:
◦ Independent reading

◦ Reading aloud to family

◦ Comments from family

◦ Reading with teacher / TA

◦ Comments from teacher/TA

◦ Comment in the progress box-

something they are working on.  



Reading diaries 

◦At the front of each reading diary, on a purple sheet, 

there are questions to ask and comment suggestions. 

◦Each reading diary is checked on Monday morning.

◦If your child has read and commented 7 times in a 

week, then they get a star and it counts towards the 

‘class total.’



Reading to your child 

◦ It is really important to read to your child. This is 

an opportunity for them to hear stories and 

language at a higher level than they can read 

alone. 

◦Most new vocabulary is acquired through 

reading.



Ted Hughes
The Iron Man



























Record your reading in your reading 
records. 



Draw Iron Man

Label his features- look in Chapter 1



Draw the Iron Man on the edge of 
the cliff



Thank you for coming along to our 
reading café! 


