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Reading for pleasure 
◦ There is a growing body of evidence which illustrates the importance of reading for 

pleasure for both educational purposes as well as personal development (cited in Clark 
and Rumbold, 2006). 

◦ Evidence suggests that there is a positive relationship between reading frequency, 
reading enjoyment and attainment (Clark 2011; Clark and Douglas 2011).

◦ Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s educational 
success than their family’s socio-economic status (OECD, 2002). 

◦ There is a positive link between positive attitudes towards reading and scoring well on 
reading assessments (Twist et al, 2007). 

◦ Regularly reading stories or novels outside of school is associated with higher scores in 
reading assessments (PIRLS, 2006; PISA, 2009). 

◦ Other benefits to reading for pleasure include: text comprehension and grammar, 
positive reading attitudes, pleasure in reading in later life, increased general knowledge 
(Clark and Rumbold, 2006).



What our children think about 
reading

“I enjoy reading because I get to learn about new things”.

“Reading is good when I get to choose what to read because I like reading stories with lots of 
action”. 

“Reading is a calm and quiet time where I can relax”. 

“I love reading as I get to explore another world”. 

“ I like learning new stories, especially ones I have never read before”. 

“I like reading as there is so many different kinds of books, my favourite books are detective 
books because I love helping solve mysteries”. 



National curriculum 
◦ Comprehension:  develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:  

◦ listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 
◦  reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes  
◦ using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 
◦  increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of 

these orally  identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 
◦ preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, 
◦ showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action  discussing words and phrases that capture the 

reader’s interest and imagination  
◦ recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry]  
◦ understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:  checking that the text makes sense to them,
◦ discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context  
◦ asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 
◦  drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence  
◦ predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
◦ identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these  identifying how language, 

structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  

◦ retrieve and record information from non-fiction  
◦ participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, 

taking turns and listening to what others say.

 



Reading in our school- what we do
◦Reading of high quality class text books by teachers and TA’s. 
◦1:1 reading with class teacher at least once every three weeks.
◦1:1 reading with class TA at least once every three weeks.
◦Range of ORT/Big Cat and RWI books 
◦2 libraries – we have 4000 books available and counting  
◦Children visit the school library every week with their teacher 
◦Sora reading app - children can read books and listen to 
audiobooks at home 



Reading at home  
◦Expectation: ideally 10-15 minutes per day. 
◦Try to build this into your daily routine 
◦Have a quiet, comfortable space your child (and you) 
can read in. 

◦Read with and to your child 
◦Use the reading diary insert to ask questions before, 
during and after reading. 
◦Please write a short comment into the ‘comments’ box 



Reading diaries 



Reading diaries 
◦At the front of each reading diary there are questions to ask and 
comment suggestions 

◦Each reading diary is checked every Monday and stamped ‘ Reading 
diary checked’. 

◦On the Monday, if your child has read and commented 7 times in the 
previous week then they will get a gold star and this will count towards 
our total class number of ‘reading stars’. 

◦The class with the most reading stars every week get a certificate and 
a trophy in celebration assemblies. 



Reading to your child 
◦It is really important to read to your child. This is an opportunity 
for them to hear stories and language at a higher level than 
they can read alone. Research shows that hearing texts read 
aloud is a significant source of vocabulary acquisition. 

◦Most new vocabulary is acquired through reading. Adult 
spoken language ranks lower in word complexity than that 
found in children’s books. 





Introduction
 to the text









What do we know? What would you like to know?

What language did the author 
use?

Do you have any questions?



Draw what you think Lady Kraken might look 
like.



Which character comes to your mind when 
thinking about Lady Kraken.




